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In the Claims: 



All of the currently pending claims are listed below including any amendments proposed 
herein. Please amend the claims as follows: 



^JV 7 v y 1- (Currently amended) A comber-implemented method for facilitating 
transactions in a wide area network, comprising: 

providing information relating to^a transaction between a first party and a second party to 
a third party via the wide area network ^ the information including a first bid price associated with 
the first party and a first ask price associated with the second party ; and 

enabling the third party to facilitate consummation of the transaction between the first and 
second parties via the wide area/network by enabling the third party to cover at least part of a first 
difference between the first bifl price and the first ask price . 




(Canceled) 



3. (Currently amended) Tm method of claim 1 wh e r e in the information includ e s a 
bid pric e associated with th e first party and an ask price associated with th e second party, and 
wherein enabling the third party to facilitate consummation of the transaction comprises 
transmitting a counteroffer to tne first party via the wide area network , th e count e roff e r cov e ring 
a portion of a diff e renc e b e tw ee n th e bid and ask pric e s . 



4. (Original) The method ot claim 3 further comprising notifying the second party of 



the counteroffer via the wide area network. 
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5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 wher e in tho information includes a 
bid price associated with the firs/ party and an ask pric e associat e d with tho second party, and 
wherein enabling the third pa^y to facilitate consummation of the transaction comprises 
transmitting an acceptancef/ffi the first party via the wide area network , tho acc e ptanc e cov e ring 
tho diff e renc e betwe e n th^m and ask prices . 




6. (Original) The method of claim 5 further comprising notifying the second party of 



etwo: 




the acceptance via the wide area network. 



7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein providing the information comprises 
transmitting a web page to the/ third party via the wide area network, an entry in the web page 
corresponding to the transaction between the first and second parties. 



8. (Original) Thfe method of claim 7 wherein enabling the third party to facilitate 
consummation of the transaction comprises providing at least one active object in the web page 
*asseeteted^vith4he-e»t 



9. (Original) The method of claim 8 wherein the at^ast one active object comprises 



an acceptance button, activation of the acceptance button^sulting in transmission of an 
acceptance to the first party via the wide area netw£ 



10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 8 wherein the at least one active object 
comprises a counteroffer button, actfvation of the counteroffer button resulting in transmission of 
a counteroffer to the first party Via the wide area network. 
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1 1 . (Original) The method ofrelaim 1 wherein providing the information comprises 
filtering current system bids according/to at least one criterion specified by the third party. 

12. (Currently amended/ The method of claim 1 1 wherein the current system bids 
each have a second bid price and an second ask price associated therewith, the at least one 
criterion including at least one of a product category, a product seller, and a spread which is 
compared with a second difference between the second bid price and the second ask prices for 
each current system bid. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein enabling the third party to facilitate 
consummation of the transaction comprises enabling the third party to specify at least one 
business rule for automatically responding to system bids via the wide area network. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein enabling the third party to specify the 
at least one business rule comprises providing a plurality of criteria to the third party via the wide 
area network, the at les/st one business rule corresponding to a subset of the criteria specified by 
the third party. 



15. (Orig 
least one of a product 
reputation indicator, 



al) The method of claim 14 wherein the plurality of criteria includes at 
identifier, a merchant identifier, a number of units being bid, a buyer 
and whether an identified merchant has an identified product in stock. 



16. (Original) The method of claim 13 wherein enabling the third party to specify the 
at least one business rule comprises providing a plurality of response options to the third party via 
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the wide area network, the kt least one business rule corresponding to a subset of the response 
options specified by the third party. 

(17. (Original) The method of claim 16 wherein the plurality of response options 
includes at least one of communicate an acceptance and communicate a counteroffer. 

18. (Original) The method of clain/{ 13 further comprising controlling implementation 
of the at least one business rule with reference to at least one other business rule associated with 
the second party. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 18 wherein controlling implementation of the at 
least one business rule comprises implementing the at least one other business rule before 
implementing the at least one business rule. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 18 wherein controlling implementation of the at 
least one business rule comprises waitirjg a predetermined time period before implementing the at 
least one business rule. 



21. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising enabling a fourth party to 
facilitate consummation of the transaction between the first and second parties in conjunction 
with the third party via the wide area network. 



22. (Currently amendep) The method of claim 21 wh e r e in the information includ e s a 
bid price associat e d with the first party and an ask pric e associat e d with th e second party, 
wh e r e in e nabling the third party to facilitate consummation of th e transaction compris e s e nabling 
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th e third party to cov e r a first portion of a differ e nce betw ee n the bid and ask pric e s, and wherein 
enabling the fourth party to facilitate consummation of the transaction comprises enabling the 
fourth party to cover a remainder portion of the first difference. 




23. (Original) Tlhe method of claim 1 wherein the information includes an identifier 
identifying the transaction Jas relating to a product which is part of a mutually exclusive bid group 
defined by one of the first/and second parties. 

,\ 

24. (Original) The method of claim 23 wherein enabling the third party to facilitate 
consummation of the transaction comprises enabling the third party to specify at least one 



business rule for automa 
one business rule relatin 



ically responding to system bids via the wide area network, the at least 
I to the identifier. 



A^jjA^^ 25. (Currently amended) A computer^rogram product for facilitating transactions in 
a wide area network, comprising: 

at least one computer readable medii/m; and 

computer program instructions styfred in the at least one computer readable medium for 
causing at least one computer to: 

provide information relating/to a transaction between a first party and a second party to a 
third party via the wide area network , the information including a bid price associated with the 
first party and an ask price associated with the second party ; and 

enable the third part/ to facilitate consummation of the transaction between the first and 
second parties via the wide area network by enabling the third party to cover at least part of a 
difference between the Tzfid and ask prices . 
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26. (Original) A method for facilitating transactions in a wide area network, 
omprising: 

selectively providing information relating to a plurality of bids on a transaction site to a 
third party via the wide area network, a first one of the bids involving a first party and a second 
U party, the first bid including a bi/price associated with the first party and an ask price associated 
with the second party; 

transmitting a response from the third party to the first party via the wide area network, 
the response covering at least part of a difference between the bid and ask prices; 
notifying the second party of the response via the wide area network. 



